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Amiilf beheld confronted before him Adelgar the
priest who had opened the gates of Rheims to Charles
of Lorraine. Adelgar swore that the keys had been
confided to him for the express purpose of the treason
by the Archbishop. " Whoso believes me not on my
word, I am ready to satisfy by the ordeal of fire, by
boiling water, or red-hot iron." Bishop Guido of Sois-
sons bore witness against the Metropolitan. A more
revolting, a nameless charge was brought against the
falling prelate by Rayner, his- private secretary. Arnulf
shuddered: he was permitted to retire with the Arch-
bishop of Sens and three bishops. These prelates re-
turned to the council, declaring that Arnulf, smitten
in the conscience by God, had fallen at their feet, con-
fessed his sins, and acknowledged that he ought right-
fully to be deposed from the dignity which he had
unworthily assumed. The other prelates were not con-
tent without being witnesses of his humiliation. Nor
were they satisfied with this; they brought him before
the people ,* they forced hiin to stammer out his consent
to his own degradation. Nor was this all: they would
preclude the reversal of their sentence by bold antici-
pative defiance of the interposition of Borne. Arnulf,
speech of Bishop of Orleans, in the name of the king,
orieana. delivered, doubtless in the words of Gerbert,
a long elaborate harangue, which amounted to the
renunciation of all allegiance to the pope ; the declara-
tion of independence, if not of superiority to the Italian
pontiff. It spoke, as Gerbert might justly speak in all
the pride of pre-eminent science and learning, of the
profound ignorance of Eome. " There is not one at
Rome, it is notorious, who knows enough of letters to
qualify him for a doorkeeper ; with what face shall he
presume to teach, who has never learned ?" It spoke